
In the winter, it is important to salt driveways, sidewalks, and roads for the safety of drivers and 
pedestrians. When salt accumulates on surfaces it can pose a threat to the environment, our 
infrastructure, and our drinking water.  
 
Chloride, a catch-all term for salts, damages freshwater ecosystems by taking out the species at the 
bottom of the food chain. It also acts as a chemical instigator freeing metals and nutrients bound in the 
soil, adding more pollution to our fresh water.. Excessive chloride also accelerates infrastructure aging. It 
causes concrete to crack and need costly fixes as well as decreasing the life span of bridges, buildings, 
and cars. In addition, salt can contaminate drinking water by corroding pipes and damaging wells.  
 
Overusing salts leads to a damaged environment, expensive infrastructure maintenance, and 
contaminated drinking water. Don’t fret, there are smart salting practices you can do at home or work to 
protect our freshwater bodies. Each of us can have a positive or negative impact on the health of local 
freshwater resources. If we each do our part, these individual actions will add up! 
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